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Students Experience American History 
 

 Christina Gurganus – On August 31st, students from English III 

and American History classes went to Roanoke Island 

Festival Park. The students were able to explore an Indian 

village and learn Algonquin words, listen to people in period 

costumes teach them to “lower the anchor” on the Elizabeth 

II replica ship, practice using the tools of the settlers, and 

complete a scavenger hunt through the museum.  
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Sept. 20    Science Olympiad Practice    2:45 pm 

                 Tennis @ Gates County         4:00 pm 

                 HS Soccer vs Northside         5:00 pm 

Sept. 21    Drama Practice                       2:45 pm 

                 Math 1 Team Practice            3:00 pm 

                 MS Soccer @ Gatesville        4:00 pm 

                 MS Volleyball vs St. Peters   4:00 pm 

                 HS Volleyball @ Hatteras     4:30 pm 

                 HS Soccer @ Tarboro            6:00 pm 

Sept. 22    Football vs Columbia             7:00 pm 

Sept. 25    National Honor Society          2:45 pm 

                 Cross Country @ Mattamuskeet  4:00 

                 MS Soccer vs Chowan           4:00 pm 

                 Tennis vs Manteo                   4:00 pm 

Sept. 26    Drama Practice                       2:45 pm 

                 Theatrical Design                   2:45 pm 

                 MS Volleyball @ Bath           4:00 pm 

                 HS Volleyball @ Columbia   4:30 pm 

                 HS Soccer @ Southside         5:00 pm 

Sept. 27    Drama Practice                       2:45 pm 

                  HS Science Olympiad           2:45 pm 

                  Tennis @ Farmville              4:00 pm 

                  HS Soccer @ Northside        5:00 pm 

Sept. 28     Cross Country Meet              4:30 pm 

                  HS Volleyball vs Creswell    4:30 pm 

                  HS Soccer vs Tarboro           6:00 pm 

Sept. 29     Scuba trip to Fantasy Lake   8:00 am 

 

 

Fundraising Opportunities 
 

   There are several fundraising events going on through 

different groups at our school this month. The PTSA is 

conducting a wrapping paper fundraiser in response to 

parents’ requesting this type of sale. The money raised from 

this project will go to furnish a new middle school STEM lab.  

   Skills USA members are selling World’s Finest Chocolate 

bars to raise money for their trips and competitions. Then in 

October, the Band will have a Yankee Candle fundraiser to 

help offset the cost of their many events throughout the school 

year.  

North Carolina Watches the Tropics 
Charly Gurganus and Holly Modlin – North Carolina is no stranger to 

hurricanes since over the years it has been hit by almost 50 

named storms. This year has also been a busy one in the tropics, 

keeping students, parents, and teachers watching the weather to 

keep track of Irma, Jose, and now Maria.  

   Although BGCS has had one Schoology day due to tropical 

storm warnings with possible flooding, there has not been a 

major impact since category one Hurricane Matthew hit last year 

which caused devastating flooding in many parts of North 

Carolina.  

    

 
While keeping up with the weather updates, 

students learned about being prepared by 

considering home evacuation plans, preparing lists 

of needed supplies, discovering how to weather-

proof their homes, and keeping their electronics 

charged and ready.  
 



      PAGE 2  
 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Battle of the Books Team Begins 
Mrs. Long – The Battle of the Books is a 

competition that is sponsored by the NC 

School Library Media Association with 

competitions for elementary and middle  
school students. There are rounds of 12 questions where 

teams have the opportunity to answer before the time 

limit expires. Team members are required to read as 

many books from a given list as possible. They create a 

question bank and use an online question bank 

(MyBoB.com).  

   Because we are the only charter school in Region 1, we 

do not get to participate in a district competition but 

report straight to the regional games. Although this can 

be a disadvantage, BGCS came in 3rd place last year out 

of 12 teams. We are excited to see what we can do this 

year as well! 

Mrs. Gregory – We have two teams preparing to 

compete in this year’s Science Olympiad which 

will be held in February at ECU. The middle and 

high school teams  prepare to compete in a specific 

topic such as Anatomy and Physiology, Disease 

Detectives, Ecology, Hovercraft, Optics, 

Forensics, Chem Lab, Codebusters, a Duct Tape 

Challenge, Experimental Design, and several other 

great scientific fields.  

Scuba Club Holds 

Shoes Service Project 
 

The Scuba Club is collecting 

new and “gently” used shoes 

from now to Christmas as 

part of a service project and 

fundraiser. Donations are 

being collected in a box 

outside the front office. As 

you clean out your closets 

and pull out the winter 

clothes, bring in your shoes 

to help the scuba club as 

they work to help others.  

 

Responsibility – Character Trait Winners 
 

Kimberly Basden– As students we need to be responsible, 

dependable, and reliable. This trait is seen daily at BGCS 

by students coming to class on time, having their 

computer ready, and bringing in all assignments on time.  

   BGCS recognizes two students as our character trait 

winners for the month of August/September: Ken 

Langley and Morgan Wells. Congratulations and thank 

you for being examples of what it means to be 

responsible.  

The Bear Grass Community will have a huge 

yard sale Saturday, September 23. The 

Theatrical Design Club plans to have a booth and 

sell items such as Halloween costumes, 

household items, and decorations. Make plans 

now to attend! 

Food Pantry Now 

Available in Cafeteria 
 

Mrs. Riffle – BGCS is grateful to 

the Rose of Sharon Church for 

donating items to a food 

pantry so that students who 

forget their lunch are able to 

have a nutritious meal. There 

is also a plan for weekend 

meals if needed. Please 

contact the school for more 

information.  
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BGCS Sports 

Friday Night Lights at BGCS 
Maci Bullock – Bear Grass has experienced three great 

crowds at the home football games. After a successful 

run of wins, the team faced two tough opponents and 

losses. Not only were the losses harsh, but two players, 

Mike Hollis (#75) and Klint Congleton (#3) were 

injured in the game against Manteo. Hollis is 

recuperating from a concussion and Congleton suffered 

a hyper-extended knee. In the following game against 

First Flight, Shane Craddock (#12) hyper-extended his 

knee. Everyone is looking forward to a closer game this 

week against Columbia and hoping that our injured 

senior players can return to the field soon.  

Cross Country Courses 
Kayla Jones – Running cross country is different from 

running track. Eleventh grade Emily Chandler says they 

usually run 2 to 3.1 miles and that the tracks at each school 

are different. Senior Alayna Spratt said, “The courses at 

other schools are easier to me because you don’t know how 

far you’ve gone, so you can trick your brain into thinking 

it hasn’t been that long and you can run longer.” The 

courses at Northside and Roanoke Rapids have steep hills 

which make it more difficult, while the Manteo course is 

just flat terrain.  

Tennis Drills and Matches 
Addison Bosso – Tennis is a very competitive sport involving 

skills and making the right moves. Our tennis team puts in a 

lot of practice to prepare for the matches. Emily Copeland 

said, “We do several forehand and backhand drills so that we 

can enjoy the satisfaction of having a good rally, a good 

serve, or just a good hit in general.” This is the first year 

Alayna Spratt has played tennis for BGCS. She said, “I 

personally enjoy the sound the ball makes against the racket 

when you hit it just right and the satisfaction you get from 

giving your team the point.”  

JV Volleyball with 8-2 Season! 
The JV Bears, led by captains Taylor Cooper 

and Elissa Todd, have enjoyed 8 victories so 

far this season. MacKenzie Cratt said, “The 

toughest team we played has been First 

Flight because they are so talented and play 

year round” which made the games very 

close. Bailey Hester believes much of their 

success comes from scrimmaging the varsity 

team during practice. According to Kerrie 

Coltrain, much of the success also comes 

from how well the team communicates and 

works together.  
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Varsity Volleyball Makes Changes to Win 
The Varsity Bears had a rough start as they worked to find the right 

rotation for their matches. But once they found the positions, the team 

has won 6 out of 10 games! Keagan Wilkerson said that the toughest 

game they have played was against First Flight since they are a bigger 

school. “They have intense hitters and servers with a strong rotation; 

yet that was my favorite game because it was so intense and we won 

a set!” A few of the other team members said their favorite game was 

playing South Creek the second time and beating them after losing the 

first round.  

Soccer Season Started 
The middle school soccer team has 

completed two games against two 

tough teams. Brandon Arrants said 

playing Chowan was his favorite 

because “we didn’t get destroyed.”  

The high school team has also 

completed two games with a 1-1 start.  

Math 3 Project Being Implemented This Year 
Mrs. Cullipher – The Math 3 Team (Bailey Hester, 

MacKenzie Cratt, Rachel Hall, and Ken Langley) won the 

Spring 2017 Sustainability STEM competition for the 

Butterfly Garden Challenge. The team used the 

engineering design process to develop a solution to the 

shade problem in the outdoor classroom. Once the county 

gives clearance for the electrical and water pipes, the 

Carpentry class will build the shade structures this year.  

7th Graders Clean Up Road 
Mrs. Godard led her seventh graders  

to pick up trash along Rogers Road  

as part of a Farm Bureau Grant. After  

rescheduling the activity three  

times due to weather, the students were able to 

complete the activity on Aug. 30th as neighbors 

clapped for the hard work of the students.  

Cutting Sheep Hearts 
Mrs. L. Davenport’s high 

school Health Science 

class dissected sheep hearts 

as they learned about the 

cardiovascular system.  

At right: Lora Baker and 

Kristina Nicholson cut into 

the heart to explore the 

right atrium and valves.  


